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Knight of the Immaculate 
XI 1924, p. 217-218 

"Knights," “armies,” "battles" . . . these terms all have a bellicose connotation because they 
refer to war. However, we speak not of a war fought with rifles, machine guns, cannons, 
airplanes, poison gas.  Even so, it is still a real war.  

What ought to be the tactics for this war? 

Before all else, there must be prayer.  

Some Catholics, less well instructed in the work of perfecting souls, often seem to do the 
contrary. Work; action:  this, according to them, is the fulcrum of apostolic action. But such is 
not the case. 

Prayer, above all prayer, is the effective weapon to use in the fight for the liberty and happiness 
of souls. Why? 

Because only supernatural means lead to a supernatural end. Heaven—if one may say—is the 
divinization of the soul, a supernatural reality in the full sense of the term. Consequently, it 
cannot be attained by merely natural power. It is also indispensable to have a supernatural 
means, that is, divine grace. And this is obtained by humble and confident prayer. Grace, and 
only grace, which enlightens the intellect and strengthens the will, is the cause of conversion or 
the liberation of the soul from the bonds of evil. 

But a prayer lifted up to God through the hands of the Immaculate cannot remain without 
effect, as it is said in the invocation of St. Bernard: "Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection was ever abandoned by You." 
So before all else there must be humble, confident and unfailing prayer. 

In the second place, there must be mortification. Notwithstanding the affirmations of 
Protestants, or the exalted, famous and distorted "rights of man," mortification is necessary 
and indispensable for all of us, because by means of it we procure for ourselves divine grace. 
Like gold in the fire, the soul is purified by mortification and radiates its own love, becoming 
more like God, more pleasing to him and, for the same reason, better able of receiving the most 
abundant graces for itself and for its other poor brothers. Indeed, what is obtained for love of 
God without suffering? 

Finally, there must be love for one's neighbor. We must love our neighbor, but not just because 
he is likeable or useful or rich or influential or even because he is grateful to us.  

These motives are too mean, unworthy of a knight, especially a Knight of the Immaculate. 
Authentic love rises above creatures and is immersed in God. In Him, through Him and by 
means of Him the knight loves all, good and bad, friends and enemies. 
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To all he stretches out a hand full of love; he prays for all, suffers for all, wishes good upon all, 
for all he desires happiness, because that is what God wants. 

Whoever with a prayer to the Immaculate on his lips or in the depths of his heart, purified 
through suffering and on fire with an ardent love for God, driven by this same love, does what 
he can to win the greatest number of souls for God through the Immaculate, to free them from 
the bonds of evil, to make them happy, he, and he alone, will celebrate victory. 

 


